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can control and the parts that we can’t
control. It is up to us whether we want
to spend every hour of every day trying
to mitigate this predilection toward vi-
olence or whether we want to choose to
exacerbate it.

Fueling the kind of racist, hateful,
fear-your-neighbor demagoguery prac-
ticed by Donald Trump exacerbates
American violence. Doing nothing year
after year about the flow of illegal and
high-powered weapons into our streets
exacerbates American violence. These
are choices we are making.

Kids living in fear that their class-
room is the next one to get shot up,
that is not inevitable; that is a choice.
Black shoppers looking over their
shoulder, wondering whether this is the
day that they die, that doesn’t have to

be our reality; that is a choice.

We can look into the flames of Amer-
ican violence, this fire that has been
burning since our inception, and we
can choose to douse the fire or we can
choose to continue to pour fuel on top
of it.

I yield the floor.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The Senator from Michigan.
(The remarks of Ms. STABENOW per-

taining to the introduction of S. 4257
are printed in today’s RECORD under
““‘Statements on Introduced Bills and

Joint Resolutions.”’)
Ms. STABENOW. Mr.

yield the floor.
JUDICIAL NOMINATIONS
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, this
week, the Senate will consider three
outstanding nominees to the Federal
district courts.
All three nominees are eminently

qualified for the Federal bench and
have the character and judicial tem-
perament to serve with distinction.
The nominees likewise represent im-
portant progress in ensuring that the
Federal judiciary reflects the nation it

serves. )
First is Jennifer Rochon, who has

been nominated to serve on the U.S.
District Court for the Southern Dis-
trict of New York.

Today, Ms. Rochon serves as the first
general counsel of the Girl Scouts of
the United States of America, a role
she first assumed in 2013. She provides
guidance, strategic insight, and legal
counsel on a wide range of issues, and
she also advises the Girl Scouts’ board
of directors on their fiduciary duties.

Prior to joining the organization, Ms.
Rochon was a partner at Kramer Levin
Naftalis & Frankel LLP and a general
commercial litigator, experience that
will serve her well on the district
court. Notably, she was also elected by
Kramer Levin’s partnership to be the
first woman to serve on the firm’s ex-

ecutive committee.
Over the course of her career, Ms.

Rochon has advocated for gender equal-
ity and the advancement of women in
the legal profession. She is yet another
example of President Biden’s commit-
ment to a professionally diverse, excep-
tionally qualified judiciary, and I know
she will serve the Southern District of
New York well.

President, I
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Ms. Rochon has the strong support of
her home State Senators, Mr. SCHUMER
and Mrs. GILLIBRAND, and she was
unanimously rated ‘“Well Qualified” by
the American Bar Association.

Given the depth of her experience and
her demonstrated prowess in the law, 1
am proud to support Ms. Rochon’s
nomination, and I encourage my col-
leagues to do the same.

Our next nominee is Judge Trina
Thompson. With 14 years as a trial 1liti-
gator and over 21 years of service to
the Alameda County Superior Court,
Judge Thompson is unquestionably
qualified to serve as a Federal district
court judge.

She began her legal career as an as-
sistant public defender at the Alameda
County Public Defender’s Office, where
she tried over 35 cases as sole counsel
over the course of 4 years. She then
spent 10 years as a criminal defense
solo practitioner, trying over 30 addi-
tional cases as sole counsel and an-
other eight cases as cocounsel.

Back in 2000, the Alameda County
Superior Court Judges appointed Judge
Thompson to serve as a juvenile court
commissioner on the Dependency and
Delinquency Court. Just 2 years later,
she was elected as an Alameda County
Superior Court Judge, a role she con-
tinues to hold to this day.

Throughout her 22 years of judicial
service, Judge Thompson has presided
over 150 criminal jury trials, thousands
of hearings, and hundreds of criminal
and civil bench trials.

With her incredible depth of trial ex-
perience on and off the bench, it is no
surprise that this Bay Area native, who
earned both her A.B. and her J.D. from
the University of California at Berke-
ley, has the strong support of her home
State Senators, Mrs. FEINSTEIN and Mr.
PADILLA.

It is also no wonder that the Amer-
ican Bar Association unanimously
rated Judge Thompson as ‘“Well Quali-
fied.”

The decades of trial litigation and ju-
dicial experience that Judge Thomas
has accumulated will be an immense
asset to the Northern District of Cali-
fornia, which has a number of vacan-
cies that urgently need to be filled by
qualified judges.

I strongly urge my colleagues to join
me in supporting her confirmation.

Finally, the Senate will vote on
Judge Sunshine Sykes, who has been
nominated to serve on the U.S. District
Court for the Central District of Cali-
fornia.

Judge Sykes is an experienced liti-
gator and jurist with a long record of
unbiased decision-making. She at-
tended Stanford University and Stan-
ford Law School before beginning her
legal career with a focus on civil litiga-
tion and juvenile dependency cases.
She served as a staff attorney for Cali-
fornia Indian Legal Services; worked
for the juvenile defense panel in
Murrieta, CA; and served as a deputy
county counsel in Riverside County.

In 2013, Sykes was appointed to serve
as a California Superior Court judge.

S2559

As a member of the Navajo Nation, she
was the first Native American indi-
vidual to sit on the Riverside Superior
Court. During her time as a Superior
Court judge, she has presided over
more than 90 cases that have gone to
verdict or judgment and over thou-
sands of additional hearings.

Judge Sykes has the strong support
of Senator FEINSTEIN and Senator
PADILLA, and she was unanimously
rated ‘“Well Qualified”” by the Amer-
ican Bar Association. If confirmed, she
will be the first Native American arti-
cle III judge to serve in California.

Her record on the bench is deeply im-
pressive, and she will continue to ad-
minister justice in a thoughtful, even-
handed manner as a district court
judge. I will vote to confirm her to the
Central District of California. I hope
my colleagues join me in doing the
same.

——————

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the nomina-
tion.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Jennifer Louise Rochon, of
New York, to be United States District
Judge for the Southern District of New
York.

VOTE ON ROCHON NOMINATION

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
postcloture time has expired.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Rochon nomi-
nation?

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, I ask
for the yeas and nays.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Is there a sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Nevada (Ms. ROSEN) and
the Senator from Maryland (Mr. VAN
HOLLEN) are necessarily absent.

The result was announced—yeas 51,
nays 47, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 182 Ex.]

YEAS—51
Baldwin Hassan Ossoff
Bennet Heinrich Padilla
Blumenthal Hickenlooper Peters
Booker Hirono Reed
Brown Kaine Sanders
Cantwell Kelly Schatz
Cardin King Schumer
Carper Klobuchar Shaheen
Casey Leahy Sinema
Collins Lujan Smith
Coons Manchin Stabenow
Cortez Masto Markey Tester
Duckworth Menendez Warner
Durbin Merkley Warnock
Feinstein Murkowski Warren
Gillibrand Murphy Whitehouse
Graham Murray Wyden

NAYS—47
Barrasso Capito Cruz
Blackburn Cassidy Daines
Blunt Cornyn Ernst
Boozman Cotton Fischer
Braun Cramer Grassley
Burr Crapo Hagerty
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